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Your personal reason for publishing 

• However, editors, reviewers, and the research community 
don’t consider these reasons when assessing your work.  
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Always keep in mind that……. 

 

 …. your paper is your passport  

  to your community ! 
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• What is it that distinguishes an excellent article from a poor one? 

 

Thought Question 

"All animals are equal, but some 
animals are more equal than others."  

- George Orwell - Animal Farm 
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 The preparation of a research paper begins with the planning of the 

project.  

 

 A well planned project will inherently address most 

recommendations for preparing a research paper.  

 

 However, presentation can make a difference 

Anthony DeMaria, MD 
Editor-in-Chief of J. American College of Cardiology 



How do you know you are ready to publish? 

 

 
 

 

 Presenting new, original results or methods 

 Rationalizing, refining, or reinterpreting published results 

 Reviewing or summarizing a particular subject or field 

 

If YES - you are ready to publish! 

You will now need a strong manuscript  

You should consider publishing if you have information that advances understanding in 
a certain scientific field 
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 Has a novel, clear, useful, and exciting message 

 

 Presented and constructed in a logical manner 

 

 Reviewers and editors can grasp the scientific 

significance easily 

What makes a strong manuscript? 

Editors and reviewers are all busy scientists –  
make things easy to save their time 
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Full articles 

• Substantial, complete and comprehensive pieces of research 

Is my message sufficient for a full article?  

 

 
Letters or short communications 

• Quick and early communications  
Are my results so thrilling that they should be shown as soon as 

possible? 

 

 

Review papers 

• Summaries of recent developments on a specific top 

• Often submitted by invitation 

 

Types of manuscripts 
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• MethodsX (www.methodsx.com ) 

• Adaptations and customizations to methods  

 

 

• Data in Brief (http://www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-

brief/ ) 

• Publish, share and reuse datasets 

 

 

• SoftwareX (http://www.journals.elsevier.com/softwarex)  

• Acknowledges the impact of software on research 

New Manuscript formats 

  Ask your supervisor and colleagues for advice on manuscript type.  
Sometimes outsiders see things more clearly than you.  

http://www.methodsx.com/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/data-in-brief/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/softwarex
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/softwarex


A ratio between citations and recent citable items published in a journal; the 

average number of citations received per published article during the two 

preseding years 

 

 For example, the 2015 impact factor for a journal would be 

calculated as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 e.g.     600 citations    = 2  

         150 + 150 articles 

 

Impact Factor 

citations in 2015 to all items published in 
2013+2014 

________________________________________ 

citeable items published in 2013+2014  



Alternative calculation of the IF… 
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Additional metrics  

 SNIP  

 

 Eigenfactor (http://www.eigenfactor.org/) 

 

 Hirsch Index / h-index 

 

 Journal Analyzer 

 

 Article level metrics (Altmetrics) 

http://www.eigenfactor.org/
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Do not just “descend the stairs” 

Top journals 

Nature, Science, Lancet, NEJM, ...... 

 

 

Field-specific top journals 

 

 

Other field-specific journals 

 

 

National journals 
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Choosing the right journal 

 Aim to reach the intended audience for your work – does the scope fit? 

 Choose only one journal, as simultaneous submissions are prohibited 

 Supervisor and colleagues can provide good suggestions  

 Shortlist a handful of candidate journals, and investigate them: 

 

• Aims 

• Scope 

• Accepted types of articles 

• Current hot topics 

• Go through the abstracts of recent publications 

Articles in your reference list will usually lead you directly to the right 

journals. 
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Finding the right journal on Elsevier.com  

http://www.elsevier.com/
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Preparing your manuscript 
Guide for Authors 

  

  

 Find it on the journal homepage of the publisher, e.g. Elsevier.com 

 Keep to the Guide for Authors in your manuscript 

 It will save your time 
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However, the best editors and reviewers tend to view themselves as 

teachers rather than critics. 

The goal is to improve the work published – for the sake of the authors, 

readers and science overall.  

 

Authors sometimes experience peer review as  

distress they need to get through to publish  

their work.  

Author Expectations vs Editor & Reviewer Expectations 
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• International scientific ethics have evolved over centuries and are commonly 

held throughout the world.  

 

• Scientific ethics are not considered to have national variants or 

characteristics – there is a single ethical standard for science. 

 

• Ethics problems with scientific articles are on the rise globally. 

 

Publish and  Perish – if you break ethical rules 

M. Errami & H. Garner 
A tale of two citations 
Nature 451 (2008): 397-399 
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 Elsevier is participating in 2 plagiarism detection schemes: 
 Turnitin (aimed at universities) 

 IThenticate (aimed at publishers and corporations) 

 

 

 

 Manuscripts are checked against a database of 20 million peer reviewed 
articles which have been donated by 50+ publishers, including Elsevier. 

 
 

 All post-1994 Elsevier journal content is now included, and the pre-1995 is 
being steadily added week-by-week 
 

 

 Editors and reviewers 

 

 Your colleagues 

 

 "Other“ whistleblowers 
 “The walls have ears", it seems ... 

 

 

Plagiarism detection tools 
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Correct citation is key 

Crediting the work of others (including your advisor’s or your own 

previous work) by citation is important for at least three reasons: 

 To place your own work in context 

 

 To acknowledge the findings of others on which you have built your 

research 

 

 To maintain the credibility and accuracy of the scientific literature  
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Fabrication: Making up data or results, and recording or 

reporting them 

“… the fabrication of research data … hits at the heart of our responsibility to 

society, the reputation of our institution, the trust between the public and the 

biomedical research community, and our personal credibility and that of our 

mentors, colleagues…” 

“It can waste the time of others, trying to replicate false data or designing 

experiments based on false premises, and can lead to therapeutic errors. It can 

never be tolerated.” 
Professor Richard Hawkes 

Department of Cell Biology and Anatomy 

University of Calgary 

 

Data fabrication and falsification 

“The most dangerous of all falsehoods is a slightly 
distorted truth.” 

   G.C.Lichtenberg (1742-1799) 
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Figure manipulation 
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Figure Manipulation 

Am J Pathol, 2001 

Life Sci, 2004 
Rotated 180o 

Rotated 180o Zoomed out ?! 

Example - Different authors and reported experiments 

Life Sci, 2004 
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Publication Ethics – how it can end 

“I deeply regret the inconvenience and 

agony caused to you by my mistake and 

request and beg for your pardon for the 

same. As such I am facing lot many 

difficulties in my personal life and request 

you not to initiate any further action against 

me. 

I would like to request you that all the 

correspondence regarding my publications 

may please be sent to me directly so that I 

can reply them immediately. To avoid any 

further controversies, I have decided not to 

publish any of my work in future.” 

 
A “pharma” author 

December 2, 2008 
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29 

The article of which the authors committed plagiarism: it won’t be removed from ScienceDirect. 

Everybody who downloads it will see the reason of retraction… 
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Innovation throughout the Publishing Process 

Submit Review Typeset Publish Share 
New 

Journal 
Concepts 

Your Paper 
Your Way 

Evise 

Peer Review 
Experiments 

Reviewer 
Recognition 

Platform 

Article 
Based 

Publishing 

24 hour 
Author 

Proofing 

Share Links 

Usage 
Dashboard 

Article of 
the Future 

Article 
Recommender 

Content 
Innovations 

Find 
Reviewer 

Tool 

Smart 
Content 

Article 
Cascades 
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Reviewer Recognition 

Peer Review Experiments 
 
 
• Submitted Abstracts online 

 
• Open Peer Review 

 
• Collaborative Peer Review 

 
• Published Peer Review 

Reports 
 

• Cross Reviewing 
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Article Cascades within the FS&LM journal cluster 

  



Link to the journal homepage 

on ScienceDirect 

Email the author 
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Innovative Article Formats: SD Article of the Future 

Center pane: “Traditional” 
full-text view, designed for 

optimal online reading 
experience 

Right pane: Additional 
content & tools. Shown 

here: citing articles 

Left pane: efficient 
navigation & 

browsing 

View related articles 
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Tools to enrich and expand the article 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1550728912000664
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006291X98990738


3D Radiological Data 

AudioSlides 

JOFRI Content Innovations 



• Links that provide 50 days free access to the article, for anyone clicking on 

the links 

• Communicated to authors when their article reaches S250/S300 stage 

• Authors are encouraged to share the link with colleagues, not the pdf 

• The links are short, so good for sharing on social media  

• The links allow us to track usage of the links, sharing behavior, and we can 

track further (paid) usage resulting from sessions that started from these 

links  

• After 50 days, the links will give access to the paid version of the article, via 

institutional entitlements.www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/share-link 

 

Share Links: the modern reprint 

http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/share-link
http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/share-link
http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/share-link
http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/share-link
http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/share-link
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My Research Dashboard 
Overview of the dashboard’s total publication views and citations  

Every author has 

a personal view 

of how their 

publications are 

being read, 

shared and cited.  

The service 

features rigorous 

publication-

based data, 

focusing on the 

entire published 

output of an 

individual author. 

Authors can see 

real-time data, at 

any time.  



Summary of viewed & cited dates for a specific publication 
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A complete 

overview of how 

each individual 

publication is 

performing 

includes a 

snapshot of the 

total number of 

views and 

citations received 

in the past month, 

and the total for 

that publication. 
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Citation details and publication recommender 

Authors can 

access the 

latest 

citations for 

each 

publication, 

along with a 

list of other 

publications 

their 

audience is 

reading.  



www.publishingcampus.com 

Further Reading at:   

 www.elsevier.com/authors   

 www.elsevier.com/reviewers  

 www.elsevier.com/editors  
 

http://www.publishingcampus.com/
http://www.elsevier.com/authors
http://www.elsevier.com/reviewers
http://www.elsevier.com/editors


Questions 
 

 

Thank you! 


